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A Fond Farewell ...



“HEALING HAPPENS HERE!”“HEALING HAPPENS HERE!”

Over 18 years ago, the province assigned me to
San Damiano. The placement was reasonable as
I had the experience of directing the Franciscan
Renewal Center in Scottsdale (even though
they are retreat ministries that are dramatically
different!). The assignment was opportune as
well, for it afforded me proximity to my aging
and wonderful mother.

So I came to San Damiano at the age of 57,
enthused and committed to an ethic of effort, not necessarily one
of success. Reverse those two numbers, and you get 75: the age 
of my Exit. I am grateful to my provincial who sees 75 as a suit-
able age for retirement (albeit, active retirement!).  As I leave
(sometime in September), I sense a deep gratitude for the people
and programs provided by San Damiano.

The People:
• Friars: from Brian and Barry to Rusty and Evan, each one 

helping to provide a Franciscan oasis here.
• Staff: from Victoria to Lisa participating in policy making, 

community, and networking. And, to a parade of employees 
both caring and creative, with special thanks to Kateri, my 
personal IT and secretary.

• Board Members: whose love for San Damiano enabled 
them to create a vision and capture resources very 
instrumental in helping me create the Capital Campaign, 
(see insert showing its success!)

• Volunteers: especially the Covenant Members, whose 
generous hearts called them to generous service.

The Programs:
• Presenters: from Rohr and Rolheiser to D’Arcy 

and Rupp – not to mention the many giants in 
Franciscan Spirituality and in Contemplative 
practices.

• Retreatants: who came for healing and growth 
in their spiritual life, trusting us with their time 
and their resources.

• Folks: in some of my favorite programs: spiritual 
direction (mostly lay leaders), Options Recovery 
Service, and the LGBT ministry.

In all these programs, along with the serenity and beauty of
our natural surroundings, I have tried to offer our guests
healing and hope. You, dear retreatants, I pray, will offer my
successor, Fr. Vince Mesi, your stellar support. He will bring a
big Franciscan heart to San Damiano.

I’ll close with a few words from my first Newsletter article
here in 1996:

“What I bring to San Damiano is ME – far 
from perfect and with plenty of warts. Yet, like 
each of you, I am a unique expression of
God’s creation. I’ll try to be the best me!”

And my farewell prayer is that “you will be the best you.”

A joint celebration, my farewell, and my golden jubilee, will
take place in early December. Stay tuned! Please remember
one of my San Damiano Mottos: “Healing Happens Here!”

Paz Y Bien

FR. RAYMOND BUCHER, OFM, Director

Dear Friends of San Damiano, my name is Fr. Vince Mesi, OFM. I so look forward to

the very rewarding retreat ministry at San Damiano! I have been ordained 41 years

and have spent much of that time in parish ministry. I do hope to bring my pastoral

experience to my work at the retreat house. I see this as a great opportunity to min-

ister in a new way, and as I grew up in San Jose, this will also be a chance to be closer

to a lot of family still in the Bay Area. I thank Fr. Ray for putting his trust in me as I

take on this new ministry as Director of San Damiano Retreat house. Bless you!

FR. VINCE MESI NAMED NEW DIRECTOR
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Many Thanks To Our Capital Campaign Contributors
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HERE IS WHAT YOUR $1,042,607 HAS ACCOMPLISHED:

• Thermostats in each bedroom that allow the occupant to determine the desired temperature.
• Road renovations that furthered safety and enhanced an already aesthetic ambience.

• Dining room repainted, carpeted, and with new chairs, offering a fresh and welcoming atmosphere.
• Chapel remodel includes: stronger and longer lasting lights, an updated sound system, and repainted interior. 

—To come in the Chapel: tiling for the sanctuary, new carpeting for the nave and reupholstered chairs.—

Special thanks to the members of the Capital Campaign Committee especially its chairperson, Rodger Powers, and 
Rod Linhares who steered the Campaign to great success.

(If we have forgotten anyone, please contact Kateri that we might acknowledge your gift.)

ST. FRANCIS
• Wayne And Gladys Valley
Foundation - Oakland, California
• Bruce T. and Diane Halle Family
Foundation - Scottsdale, Arizona
• Kerry and Margie Murphy
(Proprietor (MELFY, LLC), 
Orinda, California

ST. CLARE
• Benefactors Anonymous
Number 15
• Ron and Betty Courtney
• Arthur Richards
• Tad and Valerie Schwartz
• Bob and Lyn Tiernan

ST. ANTHONY
• Bob and Lyn Ford
• Franciscan Friars Of St. Barbara
Province - Fr. John Hardin, OFM
• Fr. Brian Joyce - Christ The King
Parish - Pleasant Hill, California
• Lauren Perotti

ST. BONAVENTURE
• Chuck and Gloria Blay
• Michael Chinn and 
Mary Kay Breazeale
• Jack Fitzpatrick - The Carl
Gellert And Celia Berta Gellert
Foundation
• Harry and Teresa Hixson Family
• Mary Howell
• Chris and Lisa Pedersen
• Rodger and Sally Powers
• Gary and Cheryl Van Brunt

BL. JUNIPERO SERRA
• Jim and Leanne Noe
• Marianne Bond
• Franciscan Friars - 
San Damiano Retreat - 
Danville, California
• Knights of Columbus Council
No. 4060 - Danville, California
• Kerry Ann Odell
• Lois Schneider
• Fr. Raymond Zielezienski - 
St. Joan Of Arc Parish - 
San Ramon, California

SAN DIEGO
• Matthew Adams
• Nick and Anne Marie Baatz
• S.P. and Jean Cuff
• Jose and Rosemary Fabregas
• Frank and Anita Fanelli
• Stuart and Rhoda Hing
• Fr. Stephen Howell
• John and Mary Krouse
• Walter and Shirley Moresi
• Art and Sally Panella
• Jack and Lorraine Regan
• Joe and Angela Rivello
• Kris Whitten

SAN LUIS REY
• Mary Lou Asuncion
• George Baljevich
• Kendelyn Beck
• John Bennett
• Therese Cuff
• Fr. Michael Cunningham - 
Queen Of All Saints - Concord, CA
• Don and Judy Farro
• Patricia Fela
• Patrick Flaharty
• Tom and Pat Hansen
• Larry and Betty Levin
• Fr. Richard Mangini
• Fr. Robert McCann - St.
Raymond Parish - Dublin, CA
• Trish O’Keeffe
• St. Bonaventure Parish -
Concord, California
• Randy and Donna Starkweather

ST. ELIZABETH OF HUNGARY
• Cindy Balanesi
• Scott and Jane Boulware
• Karol Brewster
• Jim and Kathy Briggs
• William Brusher
• Rev. Msgr. Daniel Cardelli
• Mark and Melanie Cervenka
• Mary Diehl
• Richard Gierak and 
Becky Doherty
• John Ewins
• Ron Giblin
• Dennis Hock
• Leonore Keating
• Rosalie Malatesta
• Gary Smith and Betty McCabe
• Ernestine Moir
• Patricia Mooser
• Noel Murphy
• Fernando and Margaret Olivas
• John and Catherine Schreiber
• Brian and Tara Somerday

SAN BERNARDINO
• Barbara Jean Ageno
• Anonymous donation
• Norma Ahern
• Paul and Betty Baldacci
• Karen Elaine Ball
• Edward and Jeanie Beatson
• Patricia Black
• Janet Bocchicchio
• Karen Boyle
• Al and Rita Bucher
• Peter and Iris Davey
• Linda Davidge
• Barbara De Luca
• May De Ramos
• Donald and Barbara Decker
• Fr. Denis Des Rosiers - 
St. Stephen Parish - 
Walnut Creek, CA
• Thomas Desmond
• Keith and Michelle Devine
• James Disney
• Ike and Lorena Duncan
• Bernard and Lillian Fichtenkort
• Fr. J. Patrick Foley
• Robert and Terryl Fried
• Jerry Fried
• Lois Garvey
• Kathy Geddes
• Richard and Carol Gilpin
• Guy and Mary Greco
• Tom and Catherine(Kit) Greerty
• Mark and Janet Hart
• Susie Howard
• Vernon and Nancy Howard
• Kathryn Imfeld, OFS
• Paula Jenkins
• Jeffrey and Nicole Judson
• Terry and Harva Kendrick
• Virginia Lawrence
• Steve and Julia Lawrence
• Marc Lising
• Cornelius Maloney
• David McCormick
• Sheldon McNamee
• Ralph Ballart and 
Meg Monaghan
• Sabia and Mary Montandon
• Joseph Mullen, Jr
• Fr. John Murphy Council 7987 -
Knights Of Columbus - Dublin, CA 
• Fr. Joseph Parekkatt - 
St. Anne Parish - Walnut Creek, CA
• Jim and Sally Petersen
• Rob and Carolyn Regan
• Fr. Robert Rien - St. Ignatius Of
Antioch Parish - Antioch, CA
• Tony and Christine Romano
• José and Noreen Rubio
• Don and Jean Schroeder
• Bill and Gail Sheridan
• Katie Spencer

• Stanley and Marthe Stokowski
• Fred and Linda Story
• Fr. Jimmy Thottapally - 
St. Callistus Parish - El Sobrante,
California
• David and Frances Traverso
• Laura Vincent
• Ron and Eileen Weston

SAN JUAN CAPISTRANO
• Alex Belano
• Blessed Junipero Serra Region
Secular Franciscan Order - 
Napa, California
• James and Jill Glowniak
• Bev. Gregori Helliwell
• Christopher and Rosemarie
Johnson
• Rev. John Kasper, OSFS - 
St. Perpetua Parish - Lafayette, CA
• Rev. Msgr. Ted Krause - Santa
Maria Parish - Orinda, California
• Chris  and Stephanie Mondello
• Frances Murphy
• Guyla Ponomareff
• Joe and Therese O’Meara
St. John Vianney Parish - 
Walnut Creek, California
• Jim and Cindy Wesley, OFS

SAN LUIS OBISPO
• Agapito Alcantara
• Nancy Burchett
• Jean and Susan Camy
• Jim and Patricia Carr
• Felix Tam and Joanne Chao
• Bev Crawford
• Fr. Daniel Danielson
• Peggy Dempsey
• Nadine Durant
• Phyllis Esquibel
• Maria Falkner
• Robert Frey
• Patrick and Julie Garvey
• Thomas and Beverly Gorman
• Lawrence and Kathleen Hanson
• Ed Hilko
• Sheila Holtgrieve
• Michael, Dybis and Jolene Jones
• Alan and Janet Kalin
• Jim and Claire Marchiano
• Phyllis Chromik Meyer
• Miranda Morris
• Diana Mae Pacini
• Dr. Karl Stark and 
Rita Olsen Pister
• Ernest Roberts
• Michael Song, OFS - Sung
Antonio Fraternity - 
San Francisco, California
• Tom and Jill Stolarik
• Wayne Wright and Ida Valenzuela



• Christopher Lowe
• Frank and Jo Luciani
• John and Phyllis McGervey
• Jackie Mikesell
• Laurie Miller
• Mike and Bidi Millet
• Virginia Randall
• Richard and Barbara Renteria
• Frances Rinaldi
• Suzanne Rocha
• Eleanor Rush, OFS - Secular
Franciscan Order  St. Elizabeth -
Oakland, California
• Maria Sargent
• Mary Starrs
• Duane and Mary Stuker
• David and Judith Tedesco
• Sandra Tomcik
• Daniel and Sheryl Trainor
• Leo and Margaret Trembley
• David and Carol Williams
• Beverly Wunderlich

ST. JOSEPH OF CUPERTINO
• Gordon Abbott
• Brian Anderson
• Jean Artz
• Frank and Marie Ascatigno
• Nicholas and Fe Baran
• Marjorie N. Begin
• Marjorie Berberich
• Tony Bevilacqua
• Nancy Bevilacqua
• Larry and Janet Black
• Sr. Monica Borden, OSF
• Charles Boyle
• Peggy Brainerd
• Piet Brouwer
• Jim Brown and Ann Carberry
• Patrick and Mary Barbieri Carter
• Belinda Castillo
• Eileen Lea Lianne Cavestany
• Raquel Cerveny
• Goretti Cheng
• Valerie Chirurgi
• Mary Chisholm
• Charlene Choy-Qata
• Len and Chris Ciciretto
• B. A. Claar
• Hal Cody
• Doug and Kay Collins
• Mari Coniglione
• Johanna Conroy
• Janet Cooke
• Diane Copp
• Richard and Cece Coulter
• Michael and Lois Courchaine
• Ignatius Darrengozali
• Kevin and Kathleen Dasso
• Clifford Daw
• Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Debattista
• Thomas and Mary Dixon
• Robert and Elodia Dixon
• Bryan and Nysa Do
• Denise Donahue-Perreira
• Thomas and Elizabeth Dunne
• Robert and Jeanne Durand
• Anthony Durante
• James and Carol Dutra
• Anthony and Rachelle Earls
• Robert and Mary Eckert
• Mike and Beanie Estes
• Joe and Christa Fairfield
• Judy Feifarek
• Robert and Pamela Ferrill
• Marilyn Ferris
• Mary Ferris
• Catherine Fisch
• Pierre and Louise Fortayon
• Lawrence and Bernadette Foster
• Jack and Maribel Fraser
• Dale and Carol Fredericks
• Nora Frei, SFO

• Ken and Susan Fusselman
• Joe and Dianna Gallagher
• Peter and Esther Garcia
• Bob Gilroy
• Keith and Rosa Grand
• Sue Haines
• Jeremiah Hallisey
• Robert Hanel and Anita
Gursahani
• Karen Hastings-Flegel
• Helen Heady
• Theresa Hendrickson
• Ann M. Hirsch
• Sandor and Edith Hites
• Jim and Mabel Hoey
• Mary Hook
• F. and M. Hourigan
• Roy and Maggie Howser
• Dean and Giuliana Hunt
• Tina Inzerilla
• Michael and Victoria Irby
• IRBY FOUNDATION - 
Canyon, California
• Jean Jardim
. Richard Johnson
• Warren and Rita Jones
• Gee Kampmeyer
• Jim and Joy Karol
• Kathleen Keller
• Paul and Eunice Kilkenny
• David and Bonnie Kilzer
• Mary Kate Kreps
• Franziska Krohn
• Mary Lambert
• Marie Fides Larco
• Christa Leinberger
• Judy Lemmon
• Albert Limberg
• Rey and Zeny Lising
• Thomas and Ulrike Long
• David and Shary Luthy
• Joe and Jo Macaluso
• Cliff and Robin MacGillivray
• John Mahoney
• Ryan Mathews
• Marilyn Matosian
• Sheila Mc Alinden
• Dorothy McCarrick
• Jim McCaughey
• Dr. Marilyn McClaskey
• Michael and Mary McGrath
• Jerry and Debbie Mellin
• Mary Michaels
• Sylvia Montiel
• Philip and Margaret Morrill
• Mt. Alverno Fraternity Secular
Franciscan Order - 
Belmont, California
• William and Susan Murphy
• Kenneth Nelson
• Donald and Sandra Nelson - CFM
- St. Joan Of Arc - 
San Ramon, California
• Robert and Bernadette Nisco
• Scott and Glenda Pardi
• Roger Passera
• Michael Patriarca
• Sam and Katherine Patti
• Joan Pavlu
• Ed and Eileen Perez
• Stan Pletz and 
Jeanne Perreira-Pletz
• Brad and Leslie Pfaff
• Susan Pham
• Barbara Phillips
• Yara Pires
• Mary Jo Potter
• Laura Powley
• Portiuncula Fraternity Secular
Franciscan Order - Napa, California
• Charles and Geraldine Pugh
• Rhodora Quintans
• Sr. Marianne Rasmussen, OSF
• Vernon and Carolyn Renner

• Gael Gander Rodgers
• Estrella Rusk
• Deborah Santone
• Nancy Santos
• Joan Saumur
• N. Fred and Kerry Schafer
• Dushyant and Pauline Shah
• Al Shanley
• Roderic and Ollie Sharretts
• Timothy Shaughnessy
• James Skelton
• Elizabeth Smith
• Harold and Darleen Sochan
• Patricia Sorini
• Michael and Mercedes Stead
• John Steinmetz
• Patricia Stevens
• Susan Glaeser Stoney
• Gerry Sturm
• Dan Suguitan
• Kevin and Christine Sweeney
• Alice Swenson
• David Tan and Josephine Lee
• John Tarabini
• Kim Tarman
• Richard and Rosemary Thull
• David and Effie Tomcik
• Lillian Trillo
• Mary Tudor
• John and Darleen Upmeier
• Peter Van Loon
• Tim and Rena Waterson
• Hilrey and Gwen Watson
• Tom Welter
• John Lee and Wiliadewi Huandra
• Mary Wohlers
• David Lee Woods
• Tony and Jackie Yanez
• Fr. Larry Young - St. Patrick
Parish - Rodeo, California

ST. PASCHAL BAYLON
• Rosario Anaya
• Delia Anentel
• Virgillo and M. Apaliso
• Joseph and Pam Appel
• Deacon John and Julie Ashmore
• Sandra Austin
• Nick Balser
• Kenneth and Aurelia Barch
• Tony and Janice Bartholomew
• Joan Beahm
• Engracia Belen
• James and Constance Belka
• Ronald and Cristine Belli
• Venetia Benito
• Diane Biasatti
• Frank Bieniosek
• Virginia Bigornia
• Barbara Blake
• Kirk and Rebecca Bocek
• Ed Book
• Gary and Bonnie Boswell
• Miles and Jeanne Braten
• Betty Brenkle-Cargo
• Thomas and Margaret Brennan
• Dorothy and Monica Briones
• David and Patricia Brown
• Doug and Carolyn Brown
• Russell and Patricia Bryson
• Maria Buenviaje
• Steve and Clarita Buich
• Annette Cahill
• James and Vera Campbell
• Jerald and Donna Carpenter
• Eleanor Casey
• Joseph and Karen Catanese
• Francis Cheng
• Gini Christoson
• Jim and Natalie Clancy
• Christopher and Lyse Ann Clark
• Kenneth Coyne
• Claudia Curran

SAN CARLOS BORROMEO
DE CARMELO

• Cheryl Bough
• John Campbell
• Fr. Wayne Campbell - St. Monica
Parish - Moraga, California
• Annemarie Cota, OFS
• Lawrence Dal Cerro
• Chuck and Barbara De Paoli
• James and Mary Drennan
• Craig and Nancy Gieringer
• Wayne and Linda Goetz
• Kathleen Gyulai
• Hans and Carmen Hansen
• Russell and Kathryn Harris
• Joanne Hawke
• Jack and Judie Hockel
• Dennis Irving
• Fr. Augustine Joseph - St.
Felicitas Parish - San Leandro,
California
• Chris Kenny, OFS
• John Kiefer
• Gary and Karen Lamons
• Theresa Miceli
• Victor and Cora Pediglorio
• Ellen Peterson
• Bert Pipit
• Barbara Pombo
• Michael and Linda Schneider
• Steve and Michele Schwasnick
• Chuck and Marieann Slone
• Gil and Maria Sobrepena
• Saint Anne’s Society - Saint
Anne Parish - Walnut Creek,
California
• Pat Strong
• John and Olga Trimboli
• Anne Louise Van Hoomissen
• Bonnie Wheeler
• Jerry and Hazel White
• Wills Freight Line - dba
Robideaux Express - San
Leandro, California

ST. FRANCIS SOLANO
• John Allen
• Arthur and Joan Ambrose
• Martha Arellano, OFS - San Juan
Diego Fraternity Secular
Franciscan Order - Menlo Park,
California
• Keith Atwater
• Betty Bond
• Jim and Francoise Cervantes
• Darlene Cioffi-Pangilla
• Fr. Ciaran Dillon, OMI - St. Rosa
Of Lima Parish - Crockett,
California
• Carol Dwyer
• Ted and Jan Eshleman
• Paul Gallagher
• Diane Gilfether
• David and Patti Gross
• Don Harioka
• IL Poverello Fraternity Secular
Franciscan Order - Petaluma,
California
• Steve and Rosalind Jackson
• Sara Lee Jobe, OFS
• Junipero Serra Fraternity -
Walnut Creek, California
• Alice Keane
• Knights Of Comumbus Council
9206 - St. Joan Of Arc - 
San Ramon, California
• Thomas and Elizabeth
Ladouceur
• Theresa Larson
• Bob Lavelle
• Mike and Linda Lenahan
• William Leone
• Robert and Halina Loew



• Patricia D’Anna
• Clare Daum
• Lina De Diritt
• John and Donalda De Melo
• Dino de Sanctis
• Mark and Lori DeMarco
• Mary Desmond
• Julanne Desmond
• Margaret Diggins
• Rex and Lilia Dizon
• John and Janet Dodge
• Jeanine Gordon and Donn Sipes
• Margaret Douglas
• Kevin and Heather Dunne
• Janet Egler
• Earl and Gloria Emelson
• Joseph and Wilma Estrada
• The Salter Family
• The Kamiarsky Family
• Beatrice Fanuka
• Jennifer Pettis Farros
• Susan Felton
• Robert and Normita Fenn
• Larry and Trisha Fernandes
• John and Shelly Fichtenkort
• Anthony and Barbara Finco
• Tom and Maureen Fitzgerald
• Sharon Flower
• Sr. Beverly Ann Flynn, CSJ
• Don and Joannette Fong
• Pat Frazier
• Anne Fuller
• Dan and Kathy Gabe
• Dave and Mary Gallacher
• Ronnette Gamboa
• Sheryll Garcia
• Carol Gegner - Garden Group -
Walnut Creek, California
• Ben and Nina Gomez
• Stephen and Kathryn Grazzini
• Margie Hansen
• Lindsey Harkins
• Richard and Rosanne Harris
• Marilyn Lucilla Hart
• Lawrence Heaton
• George and Barbara Hegarty
• Susan Heing
• Pat and Myrna Hennessy
• David and Joann Hobbs
• Ted and Marilyn Hoffman
• William and Rosalie Hopkins
• James and Marilyn Hopwood
• Keith Houser
• Betty Hudak
• Rita Iorfida
• William Jannisse and 
Annie Barendregt
• Jovita and Bernardo Javier
• Janine Le Judge
• Roy and Robin Kanno
• Bob and Mary Kenney
• Sanny Khow and Dwinasari
Rachmadi
• Andy and Agnes Kim
• Lloyd and Betty King
• Steve and Karen Kinsey
• Lawrence Klenow
• Robert Kochly
• Kathleen Kostrzewski
• Michael and Ramona Krausnick
• Nancy Kubacki
• Thomas Lacher
• Jane Ann Lamph
• Susan Lapating
• Duane and Faye Lefebvre
• Joy Ann Leitch
• Kathleen Lemieux
• Juliana Lin
• Philip and Rita Lindner
• Gordon and Millie Lindsay
• John and Mary Lofy
• Robert and Lisa Lowell
• Mary Lowen

• Berndette Lynch - Our Lady Of
Angels Fraternity Secular
Franciscan Order - 
Burlingame, California
• Dominic and Emmy Ma
• Victoria MacDonald, MA
• David and Teresa Machado
• David and Susana Magenheimer
• Jonathan and Jacqueline Maige
• Sooky Maldonado
• George and Jeanine Manson
• Clifford and Betty Martin
• Barbara Mastrini
• Dr. Williams and Carol Mathews
• Gina May
• Earl and Carmen Mc Carthy
• Cecilia McGrath
• Joe and Mary McHale
• M. K. McKenna
• Claire McVay, OFS
• Gil and Susanne Medeiros
• Donatilde and Guilherme
Mendonca
• John Mercurio
• Paul Mikolaj
• Gerard Milano
• Charlotte Mitra
• Kevin and Jean Moeller
• William and Debbie Mori
• Susan Morin
• Tommy and Jackie Mota
• Mary Muhlenkamp
• Charles and Thelma Nasello
• Hugh and Patricia Nickerson
• Evelyn Noriega
• Mike and Barb O’Connor
• Carol Ohara
• Donan Orrsourgz
• Hunter Paalman
• Joseph and Susan Padrid
• Fred Pardella
• Susan Parscarella
• Melvin and Julia Petersen
• Steven and Karen Peterson
• Richard and Denise Pratt
• Carole Prette
• Harry and Virginia Prudhomme
• Azucena Quiambao
• Thelma Quiocho
• Joan Raftery
• Robert Raker
• Raul and Ramona Ramirez
• Joseph Ratto
• Mary Reed
• Eva Richards
• Richard Riggins
• Tim and Gail Risden
• William and Ana Ross
• Gina Ruotolo
• Natalie Russell
• Janet Russell
• Dick and Norma Rutledge
• Kathleen Sacchi
• Jim and Patricia Scott
• Janet Selmek
• Charles Shaddle and 
Beverly Edwards
• William Shanahan
• Dr. Di Shearer
• Mary Shepherd
• Charlotte Simmons
• Diane Skillman
• Leo and Nina Smith
• Don and Barbara Smith
• Josephine Spataro
• Dominic and Lori Stull
• Janet Sullivan
• Marivic Sullivan
• Douglas and Melinda Talmadge
• Richard and Paula Tancredy
• Mary Grace Tassone
• Pam Tavernier, OFS
• Linda Tedjakusuma
• Mary Terjeson

• Anissa Thomas
• Virginia Thompson
• Barry and Cynthia Toby
• Robyn Todesco
• Leonard and Katie Marie Tom
• Dianne Trotter
• Cesar and Sylvia Ureno
• Eileen VanEss
• Mario and Cheryl Ventimiglia
• Pasquale Vitucci
• Louise and Betty Vodzak
• Joseph and Elizabeth Wachter
• Mary Waltz
• Robert Weber
• Michael and Laura Wehrlie
• John and Joan West
• Lorraine Weston
• Matt and Sharon White
• Gene Wilson
• Craig and Jane Wirth
• Marie Ziser
• Anita Zuniga

ST. PETER OF ALCANTARA
• William and Addie Ang
• Lois Baldocchi
• Deanna Balon
• F. Coit
• Ned and Donna Comar
• Tom and Debbie Counts
• Marianne Dundon
• Cora Flemate
• Len and Cossette Freeman
• Richard and Ann Frobose
• Bill and Kathy Gage
• A. J. Ghisletta
• John and Agnethe Goodyear
• Larry and Linda Griffis
• Jerome and Gwen Hastings
• Louise and Donna Hernandez
• Dennis and Marie Ignacio
• Michael and Celeste Johnson
• Steven Kovely
• Joann Kurpinsky
• Joanne Leach
• Frank and Mary Machado
• Howard and Barbara Martin
• Helen Martin
• William Milliken
• Shirley Ng
• Genia Pauplis
• Ruben and Luz Elena Perez
• Lisa Proctor
• Diana Rentz
• Robert Semar and 
Roberta Richards
• Rene and Marguerite Rodigou
• Robert and Josephine Russell
• Connie Saxon
• Jonathan and Patricia Smiga
• Greg and Julie Thornbury
• Claudia Tierney
• Herbert Vallier
• Clinton and Karen Williams
• Dehab Yacob
• Gary and Robin Yesavage
• Linda Zunino

ST. AGNES OF ASSISI
• Josephine
• Lisa Aavazzr
• Marie Abbott
• Marcial and Leny Aguinaldo
• Peter Alexopulos
• Peter and Robin Aliotti
• Keith and Mardece Alsterlind
• Basil Amso
• Albert and Alejandrina Anaya
• Carol Anderson
• Delfin and Rosario Andres
• Archie and Delilah Angulo
• Jeffrey and Karen Annison
• Randall Armstrong

• Estacie Aurelio-Perata
• Albert adn Geraldine Azaro
• John and Connie Banker
• John and Kathleen Barnard
• Joan Batista
• Carole Battle
• Aurea Bauzon
• Mr. and Mrs. Jonn Beangn
• John and Dorothy Beebe
• Arlene Bellew
• Lois Belmessieri
• Brian and Veronika Bergeron
• R. P. Bergmann
• Pamela Bernal
• Larry and Eleanor Bernstein
• John and Claire Bevis
• Ryan and Nikki Bird
• Albert and Claire Bocek
• James and Sharron Boricchio
• Ted Boyce
• W. Bradford
• Sandra Brainard
• Kristine Braun
• Anne Brennan
• Judith Brooks
• James and Kathleen Brown
• Joan Brown
• Kathleen Browne
• Barry and Michele Brynjulson
• George and Margy Buckingham
• Char Buckman
• Perry and Dee Bumanlag
• Rob and Pam Buono
• Paul and Alana Buschini
• Rhona Cabral
• Dorothy and Colleen Cahill
• Robert and Charlotte Cairney
• Richard and Mary Grace Calosso
• Nancy Campa
• Eleanor Canchola
• Marilyn Capener
• Juan and Maria Capinding
• Joan Careila
• Eleanor Carlson
• Harry Muljono and 
Caecilia Carolina
• Don and Roberta Casey
• Juan Manuel Castaneda
• Phillip and Chris Castelluccio
• Edwin Castillo
• Theresa Cayller
• Ernesto and Rudylin Cespedes
• Jose Chapa
• Monica Scotto Chappell
• Gwen Cheever
• Antonio and Liliana Choy
• William and Arleen Christensen
• Nancy Cilenti
• Michael and Anne Cisson
• Elizabeth Clemente
• Leon and Luisa Clontz
• Robert Conlon
• Larry Coogan
• Barbara Costa
• Ernie and Laurie Costello
• Marion Crew
• Mary Ann Cucchiaro
• Lissy D’Souza
• Dale and Noreen Dalmada
• Nimala de Fonseka
• Mr. and Mrs. Robert De Graca
• Michael and Eleanor De Leon
• Roy and Dorene Del Rosario
• Anita Dennis
• Steve and Debbie Derby
• Nancy Dias
• Wilson Ramos and 
Gwendelyn Diaz
• Cornelia Dimalanta
• Bob Donovan
• Sheila Driscoll
• Suzette Ducasse
• Jose Ducasse



      
• Thomas and Marie Dutton
• Richard Egan
• Richard and Patricia Elliott
• Carolyn Ellis
• William Emborsky
• Mary English
• John and Barbara Erickson
• Helen Essenwanger
• Walter and Margaret Falconer
• Roberto and Victoria Faller
• The Aiello Family
• The Coyle Family
• The Caimiznti Family
• The De Czrone Family
• Tony and Rachel DeJoseph
• Fred and Mary Farhat
• Sandra Farias
• Tony and Pat Fernandez
• Rosa Feyzbakhsh
• Jerry and Melissa Irene Field
• Francis Filtz
• Richard and Jean Fischer
• Francis Fitzgerald
• Donald and Jean Fitzsimmons
• Emidio and Mary Fonseca
• Leon and Emie Francisco
• James and Heny Ford
• Serena Foxworthy
• Raymond and Irene Fontecha
• Kathy Frates
• Virginia Furr-Pathe
• Elena Gaoiran
• Juan and Catherine Garcia
• Chris and Dawn Garlieb
• Allen and Audrey Gerten
• Maria Giannell
• Ron Giglio
• Robin Gigoux
• Edmund and Barbara Gil
• Patricia Gilchrist
• Madeline Gomes
• Margo Gonzalez
• Lisa Griffin
• Alicia Griffith
• Sue Grimmond
• Sharyln Gritzer
• Claude Guasch
• Alicia Guess
• Tari Hagan, OFS
• Irene Haggerty
• Dorothy Hann
• David and Allison Hansen Family
• Virginia Harrigan
• John and Mary Harrington
• Maureen Hartmann
• J. Eric and Theresa Hattabaugh
• Robert and Cheryl Havens
• Patricia Heaney
• Al Hernandez-Santana
• Robert Hempel
• Charles and Julie Ann
Henderson
• Michael Hennessy
• David Henry Margot 
Zaraoza-Henry
• Robert Higgins
• Madeline Higgins
• Maria Zosima Hill
• Mary Hogan
• Sylvia Huffman
• Douglas and Colleen Hughes
• Hasib and Anna Humaydan
• Fran Huston
• Gaye Hyde
• Eileen Marie Hyland
• V. M. Innes
• Marvelle Inzerillo
• William Jarrett
• Dorothy Jelly
• Helen Jenkins
• David and Lynn Jesus
• Timothy and Patricia Johnson
• Kathryn Jones, MA, MFT
• William and Theresa Jordan

• Dan and Judy Jostedt
• Maryellen Judson
• Diane Jurach
• John Jury
• Patricia Kalvass
• Patrick and Carmel Karrick
• Barbara Kasa
• Emmeline Katsarelis
• James Keane
• Geraldine Kellar
• Bill Kelly
• J. Kelly
• Bundan and Judy Kenneally
• William and Claire Kennerley
• Stephanie Armendaris King
• Constance Kinney
• Tom and Tilma Kirk
• Joe Kirsch
• Gale Koliha
• Egon and Madeleine Kraus
• Christian and Krystie Krugman
• Raymond and Sandra Kuca
• Steven and Susan Kumpan
• Jae Ho Hyun and Kyoung Hee Ko
• Bernie and Linda La Crosse
• Louis and Margaret Lafon
• Robert and Nancy Landy
• Mary Laponie
• Pat and Ana Larracas
• John and Mary Larsen
• Peter and Rosine Lawson
• Daniel Leer
• Diasy Lem
• G. Leon
• John and Victoria Leutza
• Eilee, Lea and Lianne Cavesany
• Sandra Lione
• Martin and Pat Lohman
• Georgina Lopez
• Liana Lopez
• Francine Loyd
• Carolyn Lundstrom
• Jarry and Linda Luzar
• Sheila Madden, LMFT
• Thomas Maddock
• Francis and Lisa Madigan
• Robert Madrilejo
• Kathy Maginnis
• Mary Magistrado
• Vito Magliano
• Martin and Flora Mailander
• Jocelyn Maloles
• Fabian Monge and 
Marcela Jimenez
• Ana Marcelino
• Gerald Marquez
• Armida Marshall
• Rita Martin
• Louis and Carolyn Martinez
• John and Norma Masiello
• Jerri and Chris Mason
• Lynne Mauel
• George and Joy Maze
• E & P Mc Allister
• Michael and Jeannette Mc Elroy
• John and Patricia Mc Quire
• Donald McCarthy
• Kristina McCosker
• Gerald McCurdy
• Charles and Mary McInnis
• Jan McInturff
• Muriel McLaughlin
• Tamara Medlock
• Marisa Tamburini Meier
• Rosemarie Mein
• Pearl Mendoza
• John and Julie Mendoza
• Mr. and Mrs. Mark Menesini
• James and Mary Ellen Meyer
• Sal and Julie Mignano
• Ronald and Janet Miller
• Steve Milovich
• Dominique Mintz
• Barbara Moffatt

• Romulo and Teresita Montaner
• Dennis and Kathleen Montenegro
• Mark Moore
• Marge Mowery
• Ora Mucci
• Margaret Muir
• Madalyn Munoz
• Dixie Muti
• Teresa Naiker
• Gayle Nault
• Mercedes Navarrete
• Myra Nett
• Stella Nguyen
• Matthew Noonan
• Shannon Nornhold
• Sr. Regina Marie Novacek, OP
• Leo and Carol O’Brien
• Christopher and Andrea Ocampo
• Noela Okanya
• Jose and Jocelyn Ondrade
• Veronica Pardi
• Bob Pargett
• Frank and Lorraine Parrish
• Thomas and Annie Pathiparampil
• Joseph and Joel Pehanick
• Lucille Joan Pendola
• Bernard and Bette Perez
• Cie Perez
• Martina Pesarcik
• Louise Bourassa and 
Peter Linfoot
• James and Marian Pfohl
• Vu Pham
• John and Helen Philip
• Barbara Piepho
• Robert Pilgrim
• Brenda Ann Pizzagoni
• John and Patricia Pomidor
• Jean Portello
• Art Prindle
• Agnes Pruter
• Thomas and Mary Pult
• Dr. Thomas Pursiano
• Judy Quadraccia
• Michael and Karen Queenan
• Maure Quilter, LMFT
• Mary Ragsdale
• John and Nellwyn Randisi
• Anna Ratto
• Matt and Janet Regan
• Rusty and Sofia Regio
• Michael and Sandra Riley
• Lorelei Rivera
• Kay Robbiano
• Robert Rodrigues
• Rose Rodrigues
• Joseph and Gail Rodriguez
• Mary Lynn Rogers
• Gilbert and Elsa Roman
• Enrique and Angeles Ron
• Angie Roncagliolo
• Eugene and Anne Rosinski
• David and Marie Rost
• Carolyn Roth
• Arthur and Irene Rotter
• Joseph and Agnes Ruo
• Orren and Dorothy Rupert
• Ardeen Russell-Quinn
• Johnnie and Anne Salazar
• Anthony Sandmack
• Sandro and Mary Sandri
• Lawrence and Elaine Santone
• John and Sandra Santos
• Shirley Sapena
• Maria Schinauer
• Craig and Nancy Schlatter
• Susan Schletz
• Fred and Lucy Schmidt
• Jim and Nanette Schneider
• Rosario Sevilla
• Stephanie Sgasi
• Antoinette Shaddle
• Shirley Shean
• Dennis and Cindy Sherwood

• Virginia Silva
• Donna Singer
• Paul and Mary Siskovich
• Dolores Sither
• Anne Smith
• Paula Smith
• Althea Soldano
• Kelly Solis-Navarro
• Bernice Souza
• Helen Spahr
• Frank and Carolyn Steele
• Rick and Cathy Steen
• Joanne Stockwell
• Terryann Sturiale
• William and Marilyn Swisher
• Barbara Tahir
• Gerald and Audrey Tellers - St. 
• Francis Fraternity Secular
Franciscan Order - Reno, Nevada
• Pat Tennant
• Jimmy and Yvonne Tiu
• Tom Tomsic
• Thomas Kerrins and Ellen Torres
• Peter and Margaret Travis
• Marcia Trecillo
• Germaine Trumm
• Charles and Mariae Tumelty
• Tom and Linda Turner
• Tim and Sharon Turner
• Thomas and Judith Upchurch
• Ernesto and Jeannette Valle
• Dr. Frank Vallejo, M.D.
• Nora Vandorn
• Eugenia Vasquez
• Miguel Velazco
• George and Toni Vetek
• Helen Viena
• Corazon Villanueva
• Maria Villanueva
• Susan Vincent
• Sofia Viray
• John and Dianne Wagner
• Carol Wagner
• Patricia Walker
• Nubia Walker
• Beverly Walsh
• Tien Shan and Mary Wang
• Daniel and Lisa Wanket
• Elaine Waters
• Leona Watson
• Michelle Watts
• John Weber
• Kitty Weimer
• Jon and Katherine Weiner
• Judith Wellemeyer
• Michael Weston
• Mr. and Mrs. John Whalen
• Craig and Karen Wilcox
• Janet Williams
• Robert Wing
• Andy Wirawan and Melia Kwee
• Michelle Woerner
• Thomas and Robin Wolf
• James and Laurie Wolfe
• Charlotte Wolter
• Joan Woods
• Gregory and Marife Woods
• Barbara Worsham
• Marc and Karen Worswick
• Maarten Wydogen
• Rebecca Young
• Francine Zimmerman
• Jane Zukowski
• Tien Shan and Mary Wang
• Daniel and Lisa Wanket
• Elaine Waters
• Leona Watson
• Michelle Watts
• John Weber

SEE NEXT PAGE FOR MORE
NAMES.



  

The annual Fall Auction/Dinner
date is set for Sunday, October
26th. This year’s event will include
an opportunity to meet and wel-
come our new director: Fr. Vincent
J. Mesi, OFM. Stay tuned for more
information. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
BR. MIKE MINTON

     

Br. Mike Minton, OFM, has been with us
for almost 2 years now as co-administra-
tor and retreat presenter. We now con-
gratulate him for two reasons. One, Br.
Mike has been named to the position of
Administrator of San Damiano. And, con-
gratulations on professing Solemn Vows
this August 30th in The Order of Friars
Minor of the Province of Saint Barbara.
Our joy and prayers go out to you! 

FALL FUNDRAISER

LEGACY SOCIETY
UPDATE
Our membership list for the Legacy Society contin-
ues to grow. Will you please consider being a part of
that growing list and assure us of your support after
your encounter with Sister Death?  You can help
assure San Damiano Retreat for future generations.
People of at all income levels make a difference
through gift planning and feel satisfaction in doing so.
If you can help, please contact our Director at 
925-837-9141, ext. 309.

WAYS TO GIVE 

“San Damiano sits on a
hill above the town of
Danville, California. The
natural beauty of this
place is paramount. It is
filled with magnificent
gardens, trees, wildlife
and meadows. This year
I was pleased to travel
to San Damiano in the
summer. I have attend-
ed some retreat pro-
grams there and also
spent time in rest. I am
able to walk, pray, read,
eat, write, and reflect.
While I have friends
that I love to see and
visit with, this is time
for connection with the
Divine Grace. Certainly
it is a Sacred place.” 

Karen Maxson,
Sacramento, CA

VISITOR REFLECTION

BR. MIKE MINTON, OFM

SAVE THE DATE 

• Kitty Weimer
• Jon and Katherine Weiner
• Judith Wellemeyer
• Michael Weston
• Mr. and Mrs. John Whalen
• Craig and Karen Wilcox
• Janet Williams

CONTINUED FROM “MANY THANKS TO OUR CAPITAL CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTORS”

• Robert Wing
• Andy Wirawan and Melia Kwee
• Michelle Woerner
• Thomas and Robin Wolf
• James and Laurie Wolfe
• Charlotte Wolter
• Joan Woods

• Gregory and Marife Woods
• Barbara Worsham
• Marc and Karen Worswick
• Maarten Wydogen
• Rebecca Young
• Francine Zimmerman
• Jane Zukowski

• And to ALL the people who sent
us donations for the Capital
Campaign without any names, and
to the friars and staff of San
Damiano Retreat, thank you for
your generous support.

THE LABYRINTH



of God, the pursuit of peace, and the tempta-
tions confronting the contemporary Franciscan

will be discussed. $230/$205

SATURDAY, SEPT. 27, 2014
EVERYTHING IS SACRED

Sr. Joanna Bramble, CSJ
Everything is Sacred: how might we live in this
awareness allowing absolutely everything to
speak to us of God? How might I recognize

God’s presence in myself, in all beings, human
and non-human? The day will include prayer,

poetry, music, conversation, and silence. Check-
in at 9:00 am, 9:30 am – 3:30 pm, lunch included.

$55

WEDNESDAYS:
OCT. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, & NOV. 5
EMBODIED PRAYER SERIES

Rev. Steve Harms, Elise & Kaleo Ching
East meets west in this journey of deepening

your connection to the Divine through medita-
tion, prayer, and Qigong, involving your body,

mind, and spirit. Drawing from Judeo-Christian,
Taoist, and Buddhist wisdom and compassion
practices, this series invites you to explore,

engage, and share your ever-unfolding spiritual
awareness. Check-in at 5:30 pm, 6:00 – 7:30 pm

$15 per session, $75 for series

OCTOBER 3-5, 2014
THE PASCHAL MYSTERY OF LIFE
TURNING TRAGEDY INTO TRIUMPH

Fr. Patrick Foley & Joyce Mikal-Flynn, Ed.D., RN
During this weekend, we will explore the

Paschal Mystery as a foundational model for
what happens in the formation of every

Christian’s life. It can take various forms: trauma
or crisis; sudden or chronic illness; economic
upheaval; loss or failure. These events can be

experienced as transformative. Participants will
be guided through an application of this process

to our own lives or the lives of others who
have experienced a life-changing crisis. 8 CE

Units for RN, LNV, MFT & LCSW’s. 
$235/$205

SATURDAY, OCT. 4, 2014
JOURNEYING IN THE SPIRIT: DAY FOR

VETERANS TO CONNECT & SHARE
Peggy Dwyer, CSJ, MFT, Ret. Lt. Col. Byrne Sherwood,

& Br. Mike Minton, OFM
This day will provide the place and time for vet-
erans of all wars to come together for conver-
sation, reflection and networking. Discussion

will include what has worked, what hasn’t, and
what supports are needed. The team of facilita-
tors includes a therapist, spiritual director, and
several veterans. Check-in at 8:30 am, 9:00 am –

1:00 pm, lunch included. $15

SATURDAY, OCT. 11, 2014
PRAYING WITH ICONS

THE CLOUD OF WITNESSES
Fr. Leo Arrowsmith

As “Windows to Heaven” icons provide a focal
point for prayer and contemplation. This retreat
day allows time for explanation, inspiration and
contemplation on six major Christ-centered

icons. Iconography is experiencing a new renais-
sance as Christians see icons as “Theology in
Color” and “Windows to Heaven”. Check-in at
9:00 am, 9:30 – 3:30 pm, lunch included. $55

OCTOBER 24-26, 2014
INTERFAITH SPIRITUALITY 
THAT ALL MAY BE CHERISHED

Fr. Thomas P. Bonacci, CP
Interfaith Spirituality empowers us to become

aware of the dignity and beauty of the other per-
son precisely as a person in their own religious
and cultural context, not to mention their politi-
cal and economic circumstances. Our differences
reveal the splendor of what it means to be alive,

rich, and varied. The weekend is a humble
attempt to discover and practice the principles
that might constitute Interfaith Spiritual practice

and love. $235/$205

SATURDAY, OCT. 25, 2014
YOUNG ADULTS
FINDING BALANCE

Paula Jenkins, MAR & Br. Mike Minton, OFM
Our day welcomes a wide array of young adults,
so whether you are graduating from high school
or in college, just starting a new career or have

been working for a decade, are single, or married
and have children, this retreat will offer some-

thing for you. We look forward to sharing a day
of prayer, reflection, and inspiration! Check-in at

9:00 am, 9:30 – 3:30 pm, lunch included. $50

SATURDAY, NOV. 8, 2014
THE POWER OF GRACE

THE UNEXPECTED GIFT ON OUR PATH
David Richo, Ph.D.

If we think back over the episodes and mile-
stones of our lives, we notice that somewhere in

each event there was a happening, something
beyond our choice or expectation. We were

somehow helped to make a leap or guided to
something new. That special assistance, unmerit-

ed, unearned, unforeseen, often unnoticed, is
called grace. It comes to us many times in life. We
can learn ways to open to grace and find oppor-
tunity for growth and awakening. 5 CE Units for
MFT, LCSW, RN, & LVN’s. Check-in at 9:00 am,

9:30 am – 3:00 pm, lunch included.
$85/$105 with CE units

SEPTEMBER 12-14, 2014
MARRIED COUPLES

A PAUSE IN THE ACTION
Fr. Mark Wiesner

This weekend will allow married couples to step
back from the busyness of life, spend some time

with God who put them together as a couple, and
consider how their marriage is unique in His plan

for the world. $320 per couple

SATURDAY, SEPT. 13, 2014
HEALTH & SPIRITUALITY: A LOOK AT

HOW SPIRITUALITY IMPACTS HEALTH
Gale M. Haux, MS, MFT

We will explore the impact spirituality has on
health by citing several studies which substantiate

the positive affects religious faith has on health
outcomes and review the medical model and the
need for a more integrative approach towards

healthcare. 3 CE Units available for MFT, LCSW,
RN, & LVN’s. Check-in at 8:30 am, 9:00 am – 1:00

pm, lunch included. $45/$55 for 3 CE units

SATURDAY, SEPT. 20, 2014
ILLUMINATING THE LIFE & REVELATION

OF JULIAN OF NORWICH
Veronica Mary Rolf

This retreat invites you to enter deeply into
Julian’s Revelations about Christ’s sufferings and
unconditional love on the cross, as well as her
beautiful teachings on prayer, salvation, and the
Motherhood of God. Orbis Books published

Veronica’s book on Julian’s Gospel in October
2013. You are encouraged to purchase the book

before the retreat day. Check-in at 9:00 am, 9:30 am
– 3:30 pm, lunch included. $55

TUESDAYS: SEPT. 23, 30, OCT. 7, 14, 21, & 28
WOMEN’S SIX-WEEK MINI RETREAT

ABUNDANT GRACE: GIFT OF GOD’S LOVE
Kathy Miranda, MA

Grace is the substance of love, forgiveness, and
hope. It takes us home to ourselves and brings

moments of life to the level of holy. Come, as we
together explore pathways of grace through

prayer, ritual, group sharing, quiet time, and creative
response. Writings will be available for each week’s

reflection. Check-in at 9:00 am, 9:30 am – 12:30
pm, lunch optional at $10.

$20 per session, $100 for series

SEPTEMBER 26-28, 2014
FRANCISCAN SPIRITUALITY

FRANCISCANS, POPE FRANCIS, & THE JOY
OF THE GOSPEL

Fr. Joseph P. Chinnici, OFM
Taking the papal exhortation “The Joy of the

Gospel” as a starting point, we will reflect on some
major themes joining the papal program of eccle-
sial and social renewal with the vision of Francis

and Clare of Assisi. Reflections on the providence

Fall/Winter 2014-2015Fall/Winter 2014-2015



SATURDAY, DEC. 6 & FRIDAY, DEC. 12

ADVENT DAYS OF RENEWAL
Dec. 6 with Sr. Joann Heinritz, CSJ and Dec. 12 with

Fr. Patrick Foley. Each day will have opportunity for
presentations, prayer, and re!ection.   Check-in at 9:00;

9:30 am – 3:00 pm, lunch included. $35

DECEMBER 12-14, 2014
SILENT ADVENT WEEKEND

A PLACE IN THE STABLE
Br. Je! Macnab, OFM

On this weekend, we will journey with the
Incarnational story and re!ect on our place and

response to this story. By the end of the retreat, we
will discover what gifts we desire to bring to the

Christ Child and the gifts we receive. The beauty of
the retreat house setting will be the backdrop for

contemplation and restfulness. $230/$205

SATURDAY, DEC. 13, 2014
SILENT CHRISTIAN MEDITATION

CONTEMPLATIVE ADVENT JOURNEY TO
CHRISTMAS

Sr. Barbara Hazzard, OSB
The spiritual journey toward Christmas is the focus

of this day. It will include the teaching and practice of
Silent Meditation. Check-in at 9:30 am, 10:00 am –

4:00 pm, lunch included. $55

DECEMBER 30 – JANUARY 1, 2015
NEW YEAR’S RETREAT

Fr. Patrick Foley
New Year’s Eve presents a time for re!ecting on the

past year and anticipating the new year. Is your prayer
for 2014 one of thanksgiving? Are you looking for-
ward to 2015 as a time of newness and surprises?

This retreat will o"er you a time and place for prayer,
re!ection and anticipation. $225/$195

JANUARY 9-11, 2015
FRANCISCAN SPIRITUALITY

PROCLAMING THE GOSPEL IN A 
WOUNDED WORLD

Fr. Michael Crosby, OFM, CAP.

Help us cut down on our paper and postage costs. Let us know if you prefer to receive the newsletter via email by sending Kateri an email: katerik@sandamiano.org  

SUNDAY, NOV. 9, 2014 
DAY OF DIALOGUE FOR GAY, 

LESBIAN, BI-SEXUAL & 
TRANSGENDERED PEOPLE

Br. Mike Minton, OFM
“You are also a child of God, gifted and called for

a purpose in God’s design.” [Always Our
Children, USCC, 1997/98, page 4] The theme is

“Remembering Our Dead.” We will share stories 
and prayer. Family members and friends are 

welcome. 1:00 – 4:00 pm. No Cost

SATURDAY, NOV. 15, 2014
INEQUALITY & FAITH
A PATH TO WHOLENESS

Rev. Steve Harms, Ron & Linda Elsdon
Part of the I-SRV interfaith series, this day on

“Inequality” will examine the connections
between faith and social justice by identifying the
core values held in common among our interfaith

communities. An “Interfaith Panel” will present
“Spiritual Foundations” in inequality along with
dialogue and prayer. Check-in at 9:00 am, 9:30 –

3:30 pm, lunch included.$35

NOVEMBER 21-23, 2014
GRIEF RETREAT

THE TASK OF GRIEVING
Fr. Padraig Greene

After a loss, there are certain tasks of grieving
that must be accomplished for balance to return
in life. Give yourself (or a loved one) the holiday

gift of a weekend away with your grief in the
presence of people who understand as you cher-
ish the memories through prayer, writing, re!ec-

tion, music and ritual. $225/$195

NOVEMBER 28-30, 2014
THANKSGIVING SERENITY RETREAT

GROWING UP IN THE STEPS
Fr. Philip Garcia, OFM

Spend the weekend in the beautiful and quiet hills
overlooking the San Ramon Valley as you re!ect

on your growth in sobriety. $225/$195

Register Online!

Fr. Michael will address the contemporary 
implications of “the gospel.” He will show

how the “Gospel story” can easily be com-
promised by the “story” that serves to justify
unhealthy dynamics at the heart of the self-
image and understanding of our nation, our

church, our own lives. He will concentrate on
the Gospel of Matthew and the Gospel of

John. $235/$205

SATURDAY, JAN. 10, 2015
THE HEALING PEN

SELF-DISCOVERY THROUGH 
JOURNALING

Shoshana Kobrin, LMFT
Journaling can untangle frustration, help
retrieve memories, and clarify goals. This

workshop will explore the power and creativ-
ity of this tool as a healthy alternative to neg-

ative habits. The workshop is hands on and
participatory using writing techniques and

experiential exercises. 6 CE Units available for
MFT, LCSW, RN, & LVN’s. Check-in at 8:30 am,

9:00 am – 4:00 pm, lunch included.
$85/$105 for CE units

JANUARY 23-25, 2015
HEALING & WHOLENESS

THE FREEDOM OF FORGIVENESS
Carol Mitchell, Ph.D. & Tom Gorham, MA, CADC II

Failing to forgive often keeps us prisoners of
the past. Come explore with us ways to

experience a new freedom in the new year by
forgiving ourselves and others.$225/$195

JANUARY 24-25, 2015
AGING CREATIVELY WITH 
WISDOM, JOY & BEAUTY

Rena Grant & Elizabeth Bell
Coming alive to the gifts and graces of our
elder years opens possibilities beyond our

everyday thinking. Through prayer, poetry and
re!ection, we will open to the deeper mean-
ing and wisdom available on the spiritual path

of the aging journey. This retreat begins
Saturday morning and ends with lunch on

Sunday. $125/$105
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BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS
As autumn arrives, people in various places may notice a procession of animals—
from dogs and cats to hamsters and even horses—being led to retreats or 
churches for a special ceremony called the Blessing of Animals.
This custom is conducted in remembrance of St. Francis of Assisi’s love for 
all creatures.

On Saturday, Oct. 4th at 2:00, the Feast of St. Francis, our Friars will bless 
all pets and pet owners. Meet in the front by the statue of St. Francis. 

ALL ARE WELCOME!

Oct 4
2:00 pm

DAY RETREATS
THIS FALL

DAY RETREATS
THIS FALL

Spirituality & Health
Gale Haux, MS, MFT

Saturday, Sept. 13

Julian of Norwich
Veronica Mary Rolf
Saturday, Sept. 20

Everything Is Sacred
Sr. Joanna Bramble, CSJ

Saturday, Sept. 27

A Day for Veterans of All Wars
Sr. Peggy Dwyer, CSJ, MFT

Ret. Lt. Col. Byrne Sherwood
Saturday, Oct. 4

Praying with Icons
Fr. Leo Arrowsmith
Saturday, Oct. 11

Young Adults Day
Paula Jenkins, MAR & 
Br. Mike Minton, OFM

Saturday, Oct. 25

See the insert for more.


